
Using the Lord’s Prayer as a pattern for your own personal times of prayer 
Designed as a summary for those who have attended the Living Prayer Seminar. 

 
The first half of the prayer reflects the three big requests of God.  We see this from the key pronoun (“Your”) and the related nouns. 

The prayer Expansion The prayer Expansion Where (it is 
transferable) 

When (it is 
“right now”) 

Preposi-
tions 

So that it 
can  

Key thoughts Key 
Scriptures 

Let  
Your name 

Your 
character, 
reputation, 
nature, etc. 

Be holy Be reveal-
ed and 
revered 

On Earth - in 
my world: my  
surroundings 
and circum-
stances.  In 
me, my 
family, my 
community, 
my cowork-
ers, my 
friends, my 
country, etc…  
as it is in 
heaven. 

Today - This 
word moves 
the prayer 
from histori-
cal apprecia-
tion to pre-
sent appli-
cation.  “Each 
day and all 
throughout 
the day.  In 
everything 
that happens 
today.” 

To me (and 
the others 
I am pray-
ing for) 

Be holy 
through me 
(and the 
others…) 

His name is already holy 
in heaven.  Earth is the 
place of need.  He 
greatly values His name! 

Ex 20:7; 
20:24;  
Ps 79:9; Jn 
17:6; 17:26 

Let  
Your 
kingdom 

Your rule, 
authority, 
government, 
etc. 

Come Be estab-
lished and 
expanded 

In me (and 
the others 
I am pray-
ing for) 

Come 
through me 
(and the 
others…) 

The kingdom is simply 
that place where Jesus is 
welcomed as King.  It is 
both “here and now and 
there and then.” 

Matt 6:33, 
13:1-52   
Rom 14:17 

Let  
Your will 

Your 
desires, 
purposes, 
plans, etc. 

Be done Be under-
stood and 
accomp-
lished 

By me (and 
the others 
I am pray-
ing for) 

Be done 
through me 
(and the 
others…) 

His will is best expressed 
in His commands.  The 
two great “love” 
commands are the best 
expression of His will. 

Matt 22:36-
40; Eph 5:10; 
5:17;  1 Thess 
5:16-18 

The second half of the prayer reflects the four big needs of mankind.  We see this from the key pronoun (“us”) and the related verbs. 

The prayer God’s nature Our need for The prayer Explanation and Expansion 

Give us He is the best 
giver ever! 

Provision Our daily 
bread 

This is a daily reminder that we are totally dependent upon Him  (Jn 15:5b).  All we can do is ask.  
“Bread” reminds us of 1) Physical needs 2) Non-physical needs 3) Daily rations with commands 4) 
Receiving daily “manna” from His Word 5) Jesus is the bread we need most 

Forgive us He is the best 
forgiver ever! 

Pardon As we 
forgive 
others 

We all need this line because we have all sinned and we have all been sinned against.    
On 7 occasions (Matt 6:12; 6:14; 6:15; Mark 11:25; Luke 637; 11:4; and especially Matt 18:21-35) 
Jesus emphasizes the truth that our forgiveness of others is essential as his followers.   

Lead us He is the best 
leader ever! 

Direction Not into 
temptation 

This is a daily reminder that we need His leadership.  He loves to lead His people (Ex 13:15).  This is 
not teaching that God wants us to be tempted and our prayers will protect us.  But rather that real 
prayer is alignment with His will, which is always good.  God does not tempt us.  There are key 
differences between temptation and testing.  The primary request here is that He would lead us.  
This is the part of the request we should focus on.  (Ps 23:2-3). 

Deliver us He is the best 
deliverer 
ever! 

Protection From the 
evil one 

We should pray for ourselves and others the way Jesus did in John 17:11 and 15.  There is an evil 
one who is stronger than we are but not as strong as He is!  (See 1 John 4:4)  We should not 
underestimate him or overestimate him.  We should use the same weapon Jesus used to be 
delivered from the evil one - God’s Word.   (i.e. Rom 6:11-14, 1 Cor 10:13; Heb 4:14-16; James 1:13). 

Note: we begin by approaching Him as our Heavenly Father, and we conclude with the confident expression that it is all about His kingdom, power, and glory! 
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